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We’ve had a busy few weeks here
at STAPS with students out and
about, adventuring and exploring, 
staff continuing to build for a
successful year, and so many
opportunities we’ve enjoyed, with
our school community, 

A huge thank you to everyone
who joined us at Friday night’s
Community Twilight Games.  It was
so lovely to see so many people
from within and beyond the school
community, gathering to enjoy
some yummy food, fun games, a
little bit of healthy competition and
plenty of socialising. A big thanks
to the volunteers who ran the BBQ,
made and sold sweet treats, and
helped with the pack up and tidy.
Thanks to Maddie and Jason from
the CFA who came along to take
part in the traditional tug-of-war!
Of course, a big thanks to our
School Council President who had
an absolute ball running, joining in
and derailing the games! We loved
listening to your constant
commentary Bob! 

While the newsletter is full of
lovely stories of what’s been
happening and what’s coming up
at STAPS, one highlight was the
Senior Class Immersion Day at
Diamond Valley College. DVC
kindly ran a day for all of our
students to enjoy a day in the love
of a high school student. It started
off with a chemical science lesson
in the labs, where students donned
lab coats and explored a rainbow
of chemical reactions. After that
they headed to the Art Rooms to
create some fantastic art. The
highlights of the day seemed to be
the array of treats found at the
school canteen at lunch and the
Food Tech class at the end of the
day where seniors all created
rumless rum balls to take home to
share with their families.  growing
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TERM 2
Term 2 begins   Tues 22nd April

 ANZAC Day Holiday   Fri 25th April
Curriculum Day (No school)  Fri 5th June - OSHC available

King’s Birthday Holiday   Mon 9th June
Last day Term   Fri 4th Jul 2:25 pm dismissal

TERM 3
Curriculum Day (No school) Monday 21st July

Term 3 begins for STAPS  Tues 22nd July
Last day Term 3   Fri 19th September 2:25 dismissal

TERM 4
Term 4 for STAPS starts   Mon 6th October

Seniors Camp    Mon 20th to Wed 22nd October
Melbourne Cup Day Holiday     Tues 4th November

Curriculum Day (No school)  Wed 5th November - OSHC available  
Last day Term 4   Fri 19th December 1:25 dismissal

DIARY DATES TERM 1
Public Holiday 

Curriculum Day
First Day School (Years 1-6)

First Day Foundations
Parent-Teacher Conferences

 Seniors to Diamond Valley College
School Council

Whole School Excursion to CERES
Twilight Sports
School Photos

Seniors Information Night
Pancake Day

Labour Day Holiday
Curriculum Day

Juniors Information Night
NAPLAN Period (Years 3 & 5)

School Council
Somers Camp (Years 5&6)
Wadamubuk Mini Festival

Cultural Fair & Learning Celebration
Last Day Term 1

Mon 27th January
Tues 28th January
Wed 29th January
Thurs 30th January
Wed 12th and Thurs 13th February
Thu 20th February 
Wed 19th February 4 pm
Thu 27th February
Fri 28th February
Wed 5th March
Wed 5th March 6:00 pm
Fri 7th March
Mon 10th March No School

Tues 11th March No School

Thurs 13th March 6:00 pm
Beginning Wed 12th March
Wed 19th March
Tues 18th - Wed 26th March
Sat 29th March
Wed 2nd April
Fri 4th April early finish - 2:25 pm

Assemblies
 Fortnightly 

Friday at 3pm
7th and 21st March &

April 4th

Dates
New



The last couple of weeks have been very productive in the Junior area as the students
continue to learn different sounds and explore numbers using different methods. The

Foundation students have been learning to represent a single digit in multiple ways for
example, 4 can be 2 and 2, 1 and 3, 0 and 4. They have also explored numbers that are

greater than, less than. Other students are consolidating their understanding of hundreds,
tens, and ones for example 127 can be 1 hundred, 2 tens, 7 ones or 100+20+7 or12 tens and 7

ones.

It is pleasing to see happy faces of a morning and friendships develop during class time and
out in the playground. We continue to support them through our well-being program and

unpacking the STAPS values. It was wonderful meeting and chatting with you all at the Meet
and Greet night and I appreciate you making the effort for the meeting as I am aware of how

busy everyone is.

We enjoyed a wonderful but tiring day on our Excursion to CERES. We learnt so much about
aboriginal culture and were able to participate in different activities.

From the Junior Team

Junior Learning Community
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On Thursday 27th February, we all jumped on a big bus together to visit CERES Community
Environment Park in Brunswick. We met with educators Hannah and Subik before splitting in to
two groups and enjoying three different activites throughout the visit. This learning all tying in

with our Term One Inquiry topic -Culture - including Indigenous Culture. 

We experienced ‘bush tucker’, tasting Salt Bush, Lemon Myrtle, Warrigal Greens and River
Mint, with a mix of opinions as to their tastiness. We tried our hand at ochre painting with

special permission from Wurundjeri elder Uncle Bill Nicholson, using our fingers as the
paintbrush and our arms as the canvas! We also got to dress up and act out the Gunai Kurnai

dreaming story of Jiddelek the frog. 

It was the Foundation students’ first excursion and they were all so very excited! They all
handled it so well, but were very tired on the ride home. We are very proud of how STAPS

presented themselves on the day and a great day was had by all!

Whole School...
CERES Excursion

4



TAKE 3 FOR THE SEA

WILDLIFE WONDERS
At STAPS our staff, students and families are always on

the lookout for our local wildlife and any interesting
behaviours or different species we might observe in the
yard. We’d like to share some of these in our newsletter.

Last week we spotted what we think is a Blue Flower
Wasp busily digging in the sand outside of the sandpit

out the back.

We also got a close-up photo of a very tiny Garden
Skink who was rescued from the outdoor sink.

This week, we have observed a beautiful Eastern
Spinebill feeding on the nectar of a Correa shrub in our

front garden.

Plastic pollution is devastating oceans, killing wildlife,
changing our climate and threatening the health of our
planet. It is a global problem and it can be easy to think
that we, as individuals, can’t do anything to solve it. But

you can and its simple!

Take 3 pieces of rubbish with you when you leave the
beach, waterway or…anywhere, and you have made a

difference.

https://www.take3.org/take-action/ 
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If you would like to submit any photos/observations from the school or 
local area to include in our next newsletter, please forward to

carissa.kinder@education.vic.edu.au

https://www.take3.org/take-action/
https://www.take3.org/take-action/


Chat to Carolyne or
Hayley if you think
you are eligible for

the Conveyance
Allowance...

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE

Expression of Interest wanted!
 We are looking for local photographers both amateur and professional, of all ages who would like to
display their works during the Mini Fest.  (Don’t have a fancy camera, that’s ok you can use your phone!)

 The theme is “Local what does it mean to you”

 The art show will be held in the Wadambuk St Andrews Community Centre
 as part of the Wadambuk Minifest Saturday 29th March 2025    Time: 1pm – 5pm

 The exhibition will remain on display in the centre for 6 weeks following the festival.
 Entry is $10.00 /piece for those over 18yo.

 No fees or commissions are taken on any works sold.

 If you need further information and are interested,  please email us an image of your photo at
standrewscommunitycentre@gmail.com

 Maximum of 2 works per person.  
(The committee does not guarantee that all submissions will be selected for display).

Expression of Interest closes: 14th March 2025                   Email: standrewscommunitycentre@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

Families of students attending a government or non-government school in rural/regional
Victoria may be eligible for financial assistance to help them meet the cost of transporting

children to and from school. 

The financial assistance – known as a conveyance allowance – is a contribution towards
transport costs and is not intended to cover the full cost of transporting children to and

from school. Types of transport modes include public transport, private car and private bus.
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To be eligible for a conveyance allowance, students must be of school age and:
reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from home to school and;
live in rural and regional Victoria and attend their nearest government school/campus

The conveyance allowance is paid by the Department of Education to families via the school. 

If you think your child may qualify for a conveyance allowance, please contact the school to discuss
eligibility, and for further information on the application process and payment amounts.

More information is also available at: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy 

mailto:standrewscommunitycentre@gmail.com
mailto:standrewscommunitycentre@gmail.com
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy


Educator: Tracey Jones
Hours of Operation: Tuesday - Friday
7:00 - 8:45 am      3:30 - 6:00pm

Important Information

Senior Information Night
Wednesday March 5th 6pm
We are requesting that one parent from each household and each senior student
attend our Senior Information Night this coming Wednesday, March 5th, at 6pm
in the Library. We will be running a session covering:
-         Classroom expectations and learning
-         Preparing for High School
-         Digital Technology Use
-         Student Leadership
-         Student Behaviour and Wellbeing
-         Sporting and Extracurricular activities
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OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE

FOR OSHC BOOKINGS & INFORMATION
call or text 0427 245 921 or 9710 1255

Ritchies Community Benefit Program

Follow the prompts when you sign up for free to nominate St Andrews
Primary School VIC as your favourite recipient.

Register here: 
https://loyalty.ritchies.com.au/#/register

Or download the Ritchies app to your phone here:
https://loyalty.ritchies.com.au/share/index.html

https://loyalty.ritchies.com.au/#/register
https://loyalty.ritchies.com.au/share/index.html
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