
The last couple of weeks have been great - with
Pet Day for the whole school, and our final Calm
Youth session with Graduation for our Year 3-6s.  

The Pet Day was a great success - see a selection
of photos and a brief report included in this

newsletter. 

The Calm Youth program has been a great
success, and last week for Calm Youth Graduation
the students presented their portfolios and shared
their take-aways from the program.  One of our

students told his mum that what he learned would
“stay in my brain forever”,  and students shared in

Rap, speech, and artwork... it was a lovely
celebration of positivity and passion.  

We thank the Calm Youth team for their work and
leadership, and we look forward to having them

visit again next year.

Recently Orianna from Naturally Goat (and her
goat Daphne!) came to visit STAPS. Orianna lives

in St Andrews, and she shared her story about
starting up and running her goat milk soap

business, and she gave us lots of tips for our
Market Stalls.  Some students had a go at milking
Daphne, and Orianna answered lots of questions

that the students had!

Today the amazing Middle Learners led our
assembly, and entertained us with “The

Gingerbread Dude” - there are certainly some
budding actors in our midst!

The next weeks are full and busy, with Market Day,
Swimming, Transition Day and Concert and

Graduation, as well as our end of year Learning
Celebration and Festive Community Morning
Tea. Further info is in this newsletter, and will be

distributed next week!
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Coming Up

Contact Us

There is never a silly question here at
STAPS. If you ever need us, here’s the best

way to get in touch:
Our Office is open with Michelle on  
Monday - Wednesday
Carolyne is available most days via
phone, email or in the office
Teachers can be reached via email or
you can schedule meetings at drop off or
pick up daily
Tracey, our wonderful chaplain, is
available for support on Wednesday and
Fridays

phone: 03 9710 1255
email: st.andrews.ps@education.vic.edu.au

Market Day
Wednesday 6th December 3-4 pm

Swimming Lessons 11th - 15th Dec

Statewide Transition Day 
Tuesday 12th December

Graduation and Christmas Concert
 Wednesday 13th December 

at Wadambuk (St Andrews Community Centre)

Year 6 Celebration Day
Monday 18th December

Learning Celebration & 
Festive Community Morning Tea 

Tuesday 19th December

Last Day 
Wednesday 20th Dec 1:25 pm dismissal

Full events schedule on the last page



Pet Day
A wonderful morning of sharing our pets “in person” or in photos was held last Wednesday. We had dogs, a cat, guinea

pigs, chickens and a goat! We shared our pets' names and interesting information about them. Thanks to all the
parents and grandparents who supported the morning and helped with our menagerie!



STAPS Afternoon Market
Our Market Stall unit is in full swing! 

Persuasive letters to teachers about great
market ideas have been written, 
Surveys created to inform product viability,
Costs and budgets are being planned, 
Print and tv advertising has been analysed, and
Promotional material (posters and
commercials) are underway.

Afternoon Market Stall
 Wednesday 6th December 3-4pm

Middle & Senior Learners

Our Market Stall unit is in
preparation and production.
Persuasive letters to Carolyne
have been written (with treats!) 
Products have been selected
and are in production.
Promotional material is being
prepared.

classroomsin our 

Junior Learners 



On Friday the 17th of November some of our 4/5/6
students went to Melbourne Zoo to present work they

had been doing to help endangered species. They had
to design and build these projects outside of school

time and did an amazing job, researching, planning and
designing these showcase pieces. Once at the Zoo they

heard from prominent Zoo staff and endangered
species researchers and zoo keepers, after which they

presented their incredible work to the zoo staff and
visitors. They had a great time and did a sensational job

representing our school and helping to protect our
endangered animals! Thank you to all the parents
involved, it was great to have your children there! 

Fighting Extinction ShowCase
Our Brilliant Scientists



Around the School
over the last week...

Japanese ‘I love vehicles’
Games

Market Research - Seniors
surveying the Juniors on

price, flavours etc. for their
market product.
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Oriana and her goat Daphne!



SOLUBILITY experiment

This week, our junior scientists were learning to make
scientific predictions and check them against results
from our experiments. This time , they explored the
solubility of different materials - salt, sugar, and
sand. Students had to be patient and wait until the
end of the session to see which materials
/substances did, and which ones did not dissolved in
water. 

VISCOSITY of liquids
Our Seniors are learning about different properties
that materials have. By experimenting with mixing in
coloured oil, honey, dish-soap, water and methylated
spirit students got to record, predict and assess their
preconceptions against the results of the experiment.
They learned that as the higher the viscosity of a
liquid, the thicker it is and the greater the resistance
to flow, affecting the layering and mixing of these
substances. They also now understand that
temperature will affect the viscosity of most materials,
like in the case of our honey , which had to be heated
up in order to flow out of the tube.

Inquiry
Chemical Science

Junior Learners 
materials sorting challenge &

senior Learners 
Property of materials &

https://digitallibrary.health.nt.gov.au/prodjspui/bitstream/10137/7485/3/Alcohol%20Substitution%20Products%20Methylated%20Spirits%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://digitallibrary.health.nt.gov.au/prodjspui/bitstream/10137/7485/3/Alcohol%20Substitution%20Products%20Methylated%20Spirits%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf


COVID =-19
The Department of Education has asked us to share the following announcement:
There is at present an increase in community transmission of COVID-19 in Victoria.
 You can help us keep our school as safe as possible by taking 2 important steps:

Ensure your COVID-19 vaccinations are up to date. Information on how and
where to get vaccinated is available on the Get vaccinated webpage.

1.

 If your child shows symptoms of COVID-19, please ensure they stay home and
get tested. The easiest way to test is to use a rapid antigen test (RAT). We
have RATs available at our school for collection. Free RATs are also available
from your local council where you can collect 2 packs of 5 RATs and an extra 2
packs for each person in your household. People with disability and their carers
can get 4 packs of 5 RATs. You are not required to have a Medicare card and
you can collect RATs as many times as you need. You can also buy RATs at
supermarkets, pharmacies and other retailers.

2.

If your child has symptoms but tests negative, please ensure they stay home
until they no longer have symptoms.
If the RAT test result is positive, please ensure they say home for at least 5
days and until there are no more symptoms.

Thank you for your support – these steps will help us all stay well.

Health & Safety

A reminder that STAPS is a Sunsmart School 
This means it is compulsory for students to wear hats when outside in Terms

1 and 4; and for some parts of Terms 2 and 3 depending on advice from
Sunsmart regarding UV levels. 

Hats need to be wide brimmed; 
our school hats are available from our uniform store.
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School Council Wed 29 Nov

STAPS Market Afternoon Wed 6 Dec 3 pm -4 pm

Swimming Lessons 11 - 15 Dec

Statewide Transition Day Tues 12 Dec
(STAPS & Year 6s to Secondary)
 

Graduation and End of Year Concert at Wadambuk
(St Andrews Community Centre) Wed 13 Dec
5pm BYO Picnic Dinner
6pm Christmas Concert and Graduation

Cherry Collection Mon 18 Dec 3pm - 4:30 pm

Learning Celebration & Festive Community
Morning Tea Tue 19 Dec
from 10:30 am Learning Celebration walk-through,
11:30 am Festive Community Morning Tea

Last Day Wed 20 Dec 1:25 dismissal

Student Assemblies- 3pm Fridays: 1 & 15 Dec

Diary Dates
end of Term Four


