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Its been a busy two weeks at STAPS,
and firstly I would like to say thank
-you to everyone for the warm
welcome I have received! The
wonderful STAPS students, staff and
families have made me feel very
welcome, and I am getting to know
names and connections to "put
everyone together!"
The students have been busy with
a number of explorations and lots
of learning - and it has been
wonderful to see and share in some
of these investigations. The middle
learners shared at Assembly last
week, including sharing about their
exploring with BeeBots. We used
these programmable robots as we
practiced using directional
language in our introduction to
Location (including Maps), and
there have been maps galore being
drawn and discussed all over/
We are celebrating Book Week, and
I have included some Tips for
Reading at Home. I can tell even in
my only 4 days here that reading is
highly valued by our students and
families - so many of these may be
familiar to you and in place in your
homes, but it never hurts for us all
to be reminded that reading can,
and should be enjoyable!

UPCOMING DATES
We will finish up Book Week next
Thursday (1st Sept) with A Dress-up
Book Character Parade at 9:10 am
(please come along and share the fun!)
followed by exploring some of the books
that were shortlisted and won the recent
Children's Book Awards.
Next week we will also be holding
Student Led Conferences
(Parent/Teacher/Student) on Monday
and Wednesday. These are an
opportunity for our students to share
and celebrate their learning, and talk
about their goals. This is a new process
in this format for STAPS, and it is exciting
to recognise the students' voice and
agency in their learning journey in this
way. There is further information about
the process included in this newsletter.
If you haven't had a chance to book
(through Compass) for these, please
do so, and if you are having any
trouble, or can't find a spot to suit,
please speak to Tyler or Jen and we
can sort it out.
A reminder that we have 2 Pupil Free
Days coming up. On Friday 2nd
September the staff will be thinking,
planning and preparing for Term 4, and
on Monday 5th September we will be
joining with our cluster schools as we
further our understandings of teaching
maths.

Monday 29th and
Wednesday 31st August
afternoons
Student Led
Conferences
(parent/student/teacher
interviews)
Thursday 1st Sept
Book Week Celebration
Friday 2nd Sept
Professional Practice
Day (Pupil Free Day)
Monday 5th Sept
Curriculum Day
(Pupil Free Day)
Wednesday 7th Sept
School Council Meeting
Friday 9th Sept
Students Learning
Exhibition
Friday 16th Sept
Sports/AFL Day and
Last Day of Term
Special lunch and early
dismissal at 2:25pm

STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES
What is a Student-led Conference?
It's like a Parent-Teacher Conference... with a very important difference... the student
is present - and they help to lead it the conversation.
Why do it differently than before?
We know that students being active in both celebrating and reflecting on their
learning, and being part of setting and following through their learning goals increases
both engagement and ownership of student learning. The more students are involved
and play a part in goal setting for their own learning, the more successful the learning
will be. Having all three voices - student, parent(s) and teachers involved helps all to
be "on the same page" and part of supporting the learning. As STAPS moves along the
journey of improving our reporting and goal setting processes, this is part increasing
our student's voice and agency in their own learning and reflecting and celebrating
their learning growth.
What will happen?
Student, parent(s) and teacher will meet together for 15 minutes.
The students have been working with their teachers to reflect on their learning and to
think about possible learning goals moving forward.
In the Student-led Conference, the student will lead the meeting (or be supported to
lead by their teacher... we are all learning this new process). They will share some
work they are proud of, and will talk about why they are proud, and their learning
journey with this work. The student, teachers and parent(s) will then talk about goals
going forward. The goals will be refined to make them goals that are achieveable in
the next term (it might need to be shaped into a smaller goal - one that is the next
step for a much bigger or longer term goal).
What else can happen?
If you wish to discuss other matters with the teacher, that you might want to talk
about without the student present, thats ok - just let the teacher know and another
meeting time can be arranged.

OUR BRILLIANT STUDENTS
Playtime at STAPS
It is always a joy to wander around the yard here at recess and lunch and
see what the kids are getting up to. Their imaginative play never ceases to
amaze us. This week we have see students building animal traps in the
gardens, creating cafe's selling every gourmet treat you could think of, and
testing physics on the slide...

5/6 Hooptime
After much chasing around, Tyler was finally able to get our big kids
onto the court today it the Civics Centre in Greensborough. Our
Future Stars team fought tirelessly during all of their games and
each individual put in a stellar effort. Making the semi final against
Wattle Glen, Harry scored a 2 pointer in overtime to take the team
into the grand final. With Mira taking the lead with goal shooting,
and Callum , Olive and Charlotte dominating in defence, the team
put in an outstanding effort but, unfortunately, lost to Upper Plenty
in the final match

CLASSROOM NEWS
STEM
Last week we had a special visit from
Kim of CSIRO Scientist in Schools. She
fielded all our science questions and
taught us about Genetics and how
we can inherit various traits from our
parents. We learned about how
punnet squares work and made our
own. She also did a taste test
with us to see if we had a certain gene for recognizing
bitter or potentially poisonous plants, we could tell by
the disgusted faces who had the gene. Thanks so much
Kim for coming down!

Defying Gravity
Our students have been working hard in Creative Art class with
Felicity to finish off their papermache figures. The junior class have
been creating a solar system that will be on display in time for our
learning celebration. The senior class have designed figures who
are 'defying gravity' that will be on display during the St Andrews
Festival

READING AT HOME HINTS

Reading should be a pleasure!
Pearson UK Publishers asked experts and authors what you can
do to help turn your children into bookworms...
and here are some of their hints:
1. Make books a part of family life – Always have books around at home. That way
you and your children are ready to get reading, even if it’s only for ten minutes.
2. Join your local library – Get your child a library card. They’ll be able to get their
hands on hundreds of fantastic books. Let them choose what they want to read to
help them develop their own interests.
3. Read about something they’re interested in – Help your child find the right
book for them. It doesn't matter if it's fiction, poetry, comic books or non-fiction!
4. All reading is good – Don’t rule out non-fiction, comics, graphic novels, magazines
or leaflets. Reading is reading and it’s all worthwhile.
5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together somewhere warm and cosy, whether it’s
in bed, on a beanbag or on the sofa. And make sure your child has somewhere comfy
to read on their own too.
6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the story, ask your child questions as
you read. Start with ‘Where did we get to last time?’, ‘Can you remember what’s
happened so far?’ and 'What do you think will happen next?'.
7. Read whenever you get the chance – Have a book or magazine with you for any
time your child has to wait, like at the doctor's or the dentist.
8. Read favourites again and again – Encourage your child to re-read the books
and poems they love. Re-reading helps to build fluency and confidence.
9. Enjoy bedtime stories – Read with your kids at bedtime as often as you can. It’s a
great way to end the day and to spend valuable time with them.
10. Make the most of rhyme and repetition – Books and
poems with rhymes and repeated words or phrases are great
for getting your kids to join in and remember the words.

PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY
THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians
think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual
survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is designed to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school
climate, student behavior, and student engagement. We encourage all families to
participate in this survey. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and
direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
All families are invited to participate in the survey.
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday
15th August to Friday 16th September.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can
be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop
computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
Survey results are analysed by staff, discussed at school council and used to guide
our future planning. Previous surveys have informed; the way we communicate
information with parents, the teaching of positive behaviour and wellbeing with
students and prompted robust and purposeful discussions with parents and
students.
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.
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Here at STAPS, we are a proud part of our beautiful community.
If you are a part of a local community group and would like to work with
us or have your information shared through the school, please contact us
on 9710 1255 or at st.andrews.ps@education.vic.gov.au

