
NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Parent information night 
Wednesday 23rd February 
p/1/2 4:00-4:30 in Jen's room 
3/4/5/6 4:30-5:00 in Tyler's
room 
also available via zoom

OSHC open night 
Friday 18th February 

AFL clinics for our students 
Wednesday 16th and 23rd of
February 

St Andrews Pub Dinner:
Friday 25th February 5:00pm
If you can’t make it on the
night but are really interested
in a silent auction item we will
be taken phone bids. Details
will be posted via the event
Facebook page and STAPs
community page. In addition
to this raffle tickets will be on
sale in the week prior to the
event we have three separate
raffles; foodie hamper,
surprise hamper and kids
hamper.

Curriculum Day: 
Friday 11th March 

Hello St Andrews Families, 

Welcome back to term 1 2022 

We have had a really smooth start
to our term. The students have
come back settled and ready to
learn and our staff are well rested
and ready to tackle a big year! 

One thing that has really stood out
to me this year already is how well
our students are playing together
at recess and lunch. They gather
together and determine what game
they are going to play, negotiate 
 the rules and teams and ensure
everyone is included. Already this
year the highlights have been cops
and robbers, capture the flag and
jump the skipping rope. 

Reading and maths groups 
These are well underway. Each
morning the students come in,
mark the roll and head to their
differentiated targeted reading
group. This structure allows our
staff to focus in on a particular like
needs goal and ensure instruction
is explicitly targeting student
needs. After reading students
collect their fruit snack from their
classroom and head to their maths
group. On a Tuesday and Monday
these groups focus on the
measurement and statistics strand
of the Victoria Curriculum. On a
Wednesday-Friday they focus on
the number concepts with the
current focus of place value. These
groups have been formed based
off assessment data and parents
have been kept informed of their
child's learning goal through
compass learning tasks. 

  
Scholastic Book Club
Our school is participating in
Scholastic Book Club this year. Up to
twice a term, during the school year, I
will send home a Club catalogue with
a different selection of books offered
for all ages.
All ordering is done online via the
scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the
LOOP app, which can be downloaded
from the App Store or Google Play.
Simply sign up, select our school, and
your child's class p/1/2 or 3/4/5/6. 

School council 
An election is to be conducted for
members of the school council of St
Andrews Primary School
nomination forms have been sent
home, we would love to see a few
new faces on our council, the more
the merrier! 
This year we will meet on Tuesday's
at 4:00pm on week 3 and 8 of term.
The meetings will run for
approximately an hour. 
Forms need to be returned by Friday
11.2.22 

OSHC
We have been very lucky in hiring
Rhiannon Forbes as our new OSHC
coordinator 
Our rates for this term while we get
our program up and running:
Before care $10
After care $15
This is before your CCS payment is
calculated.

OSHC Contact Number remains the
same: 0427 245 921
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UPCOMING DATES

Alisha Campbell
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It is with great pleasure that I announce our 2022 School Captains:

Mira McColl Johnson 
Lumi Runnalls 

Both students prepared and delivered a speech to our whole school at assembly on Friday.
As a staff we determined that having the students work as a school captain team was the
best fit for our school.

As leaders they demonstrate and uphold our school values, they assist the staff to
implement school change and they act on behalf of the student voice for our school.

The leaders already have some amazing ideas that they want to implement at STAPS and
we can not wait to see what they achieve this year. 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS
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Our first two weeks of PE was all about the outdoor environment. We looked at how to
navigate ourselves using maps we created of the school and the younger class got stuck
into scavenger hunts that they created for their peers. The older students then used Google
maps to navigate the school and practiced with pin drops and location settings. In Week 2
we were all about the obstacles. The younger grade had a crack at thinking about the
different types of animals in different environments and practiced moving around like them,
engaging their flexibility and creativity to move their bodies in different ways. The older
class designed and developed obstacle courses for their friends. These were of exceptional
quality, utilizing different parts of the body and skills to move around them and some even
included puzzles and mental challenges. 

SPORT AT STAPS
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Japanese News from Sensei
Konnichiwa. What an exciting term ahead in Japanese.
The first big news is that we have a new Japanese room located next to the music room
(playgroup room). We are all very excited. Students have begun the year with their usual
enthusiasm for learning about the Japanese language and culture. We have added a new
song to our repertoire..... 
Shimpai shinaide, Shimpai shinaide, Nihongo wa tanoshii! - Don't worry, don't worry,
Japanese is fun!
This week the junior class is focussing on Tora doshi - the year of the Tiger, and our senior
students are looking at traditional Japanese patterns - Monyou.
Our learning intention for the term is to be able to play either card or board games using
only Japanese language to communicate!! A big challenge, but I know minasan will work
hard towards achieving this by the end of the term. 

Stay tuned for information about our Japanese cultural day, including the Taiko (Japanese
Drums) incursion in March.

JAPANESE AT STAPS
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This year we have begun our partnership with the Resilience Project. The Resilience Project
delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-based, practical strategies
to build resilience. Each of our students will be given a resilience project workbook that
aligns with each of the lessons that they will engage with. 

The Digital Program consists of online presentations and lessons for students, professional
development for staff, and a video series for our parent and carer community. 

Over the coming weeks, we’ll be sharing the Parent and Carer Program with you. The videos
are 5-10 minutes long and will walk through the key pillars of resilience: Gratitude, Empathy
and Mindfulness. You’ll hear stories and be introduced to activities to show how these
strategies can support our kids learning and development, and also support you as parents
and carers. 

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of
our community.

View the first presentation of the series here: Part 1: Meet Hugh and learn about The
Resilience Project: https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
In this presentation, Hugh shares a personal experience about his sisters battles with Mental
Illness.

Note: This video contains a story about an Eating Disorder that may be triggering. Please
consider this before watching. For mental health resources and support information, visit
The Resilience Project’s Support Page. 

We will be in touch weekly to share the remainder of the program, including research and
wellbeing activities to integrate into day to day life.

RESILIENCE PROJECT AT STAPS

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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Each of our students has been given a take home diary. This is a place for our students to
record their nightly reading. 

In primary school research suggests that the biggest impact on student success at school is
how often they read/are read to at home. 20 minutes a night can make a huge difference.  If
a student reads 20 minutes a day at home, they will hear 1.8 million words per year. 

To encourage our students to read each night we are going to award milestone certificates
at assembly for when they reach 50 nights, 100 nights, 200 nights of reading! 

HOME READING AT STAPS
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Phonemic awareness: the ability to work with phonemes.
Synthetic phonics: phonics instruction that involves teaching phoneme–grapheme
relationships.
Morphology: knowledge of the meaningful parts of words: prefixes, suffixes, and Greek
and Latin roots.
Etymology: understanding of word origins and history.

This year we are implementing the sound waves spelling program. 

Sound Waves Spelling follows a logical and thorough scope and sequence.
The program is organised around the 43 phonemes (sounds) of Australian English and the
graphemes (a letter or letter combination) used to represent them in written language.
Instruction builds from Foundation to Year 6, starting with simple phoneme–grapheme
relationships before exploring more complex relationships, morphology and etymology.

Four areas of teaching
Phonemic awareness, synthetic phonics, morphology and etymology
Informed by research on the best practices for teaching spelling, the program incorporates
four key areas of teaching:

students can access this at home by logging into 
 www.fireflystudents.com.au
p/1/2 class code: woke601
3/4/5/6 class code: going5

SPELLING AT STAPS

https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/articles/the-four-key-areas-of-teaching-spelling
https://www.fireflystudents.com.au/
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ENROLMENT 2022 AT STAPS
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PLAYGROUP AT STAPS

Provides an environment for social interaction.
Provides an opportunity for children to play and learn.
Assists in language development and communication.
Provides a space for children to participate in and enjoy new activities.
Provides a stimulated environment where children can acquire new skills and learn.
Provides a safe and happy place for children.

Gives parents the opportunity to play and interact with their child.
Provides a great space for social interaction.
Allows time for parents to share their experiences, ideas and to support one another.
Fosters community spirit and assists social networks.

Will be happening every Thursday morning from 9:30-11:00 operating out of our
multipurpose room. This service will begin on Thursday 17th of February. This will be a
parent led service and we encourage all our families and community to utilise this. 

To keep up to date please visit our playgroup Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/520970038074255/?ref=share

For Children, PLAYGROUP:

For Adults, PLAYGROUP:

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F520970038074255%2F%3Fref%3Dshare&data=04%7C01%7CAlisha.Campbell%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cbccd7378945b49beaab308d9eb597a4b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637799591814853451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=h8OdBF76djia05L24Bciri2xzqTiRU2zEEh3ZNrhI1Y%3D&reserved=0
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TERM DATES 2022 

Prep students have the following Wednesday's off 

Wednesday 2nd Feb
Wednesday 9th Feb 
Wednesday 16th Feb 
Wednesday 23rd Feb 
Wednesday 2nd March 

Current proposed curriculum days: 

Friday March 11th - Small Schools NESST Day
Monday September 5th- Michael Minas Maths PD 
Monday October 31st- Report writing day
1 more TBA
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



An interview 
with Jonathan 
Hames, the 
world's most 
innovative 
person.

An interview 
with Jonathan 
Hames, the 
world's most 
innovative 
person.

MUSIC LESSONS AND BAND AT STAPS

This week our individual music lessons started back up with Jayden. 

Students are able to take lessons in; Guitar, Drums, Bass, Ukulele, Mandolin, Banjo, Piano
and Singing. These lessons will be offered to students in years 2-6

The cost of these lessons are $35 per half hour and are paid directly to Jayden.

To sign your child up for these lessons (even students who are continuing from last year)
can you please fill out this survey. 
https://forms.gle/zmii57N7PjiUNdBd6

We are also keen to get an indication of how many students are interested in joining the
band. In previous years this has run at a cost of about $80 per term with our PFA
subsidising half through fundraisers. If you are interested in the band program can you
please indicate that also on the survey so we can determine costings for this. 

Any questions please contact 

JAYDEN WILSON
0430 061 095
JWILSON@RIPPLESIDEMUSIC.COM
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OSHC OPEN NIGHT
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FREE KID'S
GOODIES
BY FRANCINE STUART

It is a document used by a person to
present their backgrounds and skills.
Résumés can be used for a variety of
reasons, but most often they are used to
secure new employment. A typical résumé
contains a "summary" of relevant job
experience and education, as its French
origin (and its translation into Spanish as
"resumen") implies. The résumé is usually
one of the first items, along with a cover
letter and sometimes an application for
employment, which a potential employer
sees regarding the

job seeker and is typically used to

screen applicants, often followed by an

interview.The curriculum vitae (CV)

used for academic purposes in the UK

(and in other European countries) is

more akin to the résumé—a shorter,

summary version of one's education

and experience—than to the longer

and more detailed CV that is expected

in U.S. academic circles. Generally, the

résumé is substantially shorter than a

CV in English Canada, the U.S. and

Australia. As has been indicated above,

the word résumé comes from the

French word résumé meaning

"summary". Leonardo da Vinci is

credited with the first résumé though

his "résumé" takes the form of a letter

written about 1481–1482 to a potential

employer.
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FIRE PLANNING 

Which Fire Danger Rating is your trigger to leave?
Will you leave early that morning or the night before?
Where will you go?
What route will you take – and what is your alternative in the event that a fire is already
in the area?
What will you take with you?
What do you need to organise for your pets or livestock?
Who do you need to keep informed of your movements?
Is there anyone outside your household who you need to help or check up on?
How will you stay informed about warnings and updates?
What will you do if there is a fire in the area and you cannot leave?

You don’t have to live in the country to be at risk of fire. If you live near areas that have
significant bush, forest, long grass, or coastal scrub, then you need to plan ahead for the fire

season.

Why should I leave early?
Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself and your family. Leaving early means
leaving the area before there are any signs of a fire – not when you can see flames or smell
smoke. Leaving early means avoiding panic, being trapped, making the wrong choices and
risking serious injury or death.

Defending Your Property
Planning to stay and defend is a big decision. You could be at serious risk of uncontrollable
fires on Severe, Extreme and Code Red days. Most homes in high-risk bushfire areas are not
designed for Code Red conditions. The Defending your property page can help you decide
whether or not you are capable of defending your property – and tells you about the risks
and preparations involved.
 
How to plan
Taking steps to get prepared before the fire season means you know what to do when
you’re at risk of fire. Just as every family or household is unique, every fire plan will be
different. The information and templates in the Fire Ready Kit and on this website, are
designed to assist you.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
Remember to decide who will do what as part of your plan.

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/336/4713_CFA_Pullout_LEAVING_web.pdf.asp
x?Embed=Y
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COME AND JOIN OUR TEAM IN 2022


