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NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Brad Ryan
Hello STAPS Community,
It has been a great start to the term
and there is lots going on around the
NAPLAN
school.
Naplan was completed by Grade 3
and 5 students this week. Students
Working Bee - This Sunday @ 8:30am
completed 4 assessments online
Please join us on Sunday for some
general gardening and maintenance in (numeracy, reading, writing and
spelling, grammar and punctuation).
our school yard. Bring along any
Families will receive their child's
gardening equipment that you have
results later in the year.
that could be useful on the day.
Professional Practice Day
Pupil Free Day - Wednesday 15th
June
To support staff workload, schools
have been advised that we are to have
our Professional Practice Days (PPD)
on the same day. As schools are
having incredible difficulty covering
staff absences on a daily basis, it has
been decided that all schools will run
with a collective PPD, with no classes
running and therefore no additional
workforce stress to the system. Our
School Council approved date is on
Wednesday 15th June. Please contact
the office if you are requiring Out Of
Hours Care support on the day.
Resilience Project - Staff
Professional LearningAll staff attended the Resilience
Project session on Tuesday 10th May.
The Resilience Project is a wellbeing
program that provides practical
strategies to build our own resilience.
It focuses particularly on the key
pillars that build positive emotion in
Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness.
These key pillars will be taught
through our STAPS wellbeing program.
At STAPS, we are committed to
growing the whole child, therefore the
social and emotional wellbeing of our
staff, students and entire school
community is at the forefront of
everything we do.

UPCOMING DATES
Play Group Open every Thursday from
9:30 till 11am. Bring a coffee
and your children and meet
some of our wonderful
community.
Working Bee Sunday 15th May from
8:30am

Come and Try Sessions Last week, Jen had another Come
School Council Meeting
and Try session with some future
Tuesday 17th May - Zoom
STAPS students. They had fun in the
Art room and added to our Bunjil
District Cross Country mural. We are planning on having 2
Wednesday 18th May
more Come and Try Sessions so
Optional for 3-6 students @
please pop the following dates in
Yarrambat Park.
your diary. Please invite other
Inter-School Sport
families you know from the area, as
Friday
20th May - Away @
we would love to see many new faces
Arthurs
Creek PS
at these sessions.
Friday 27th May - 12:45 till 1:30pm Assembly Story time with Tyler.
Friday
20th May at 3pm Friday 17th June - 12:45 till 1:30pm
Ran by the 3-6 classroom
Election @ St Andrews PS
Saturday 21st May - BBQ
fundraiser - Please sign up
on the notice board if you
are available to help.
Come and try STAPS Friday 27th May @ 12:45 till
1:30pm - Story time with Tyler
Pupil Free Day Whole Staff Professional
Development Day Wednesday 15th June
SAVE THE DATE
ST ANDREWS FESTIVAL
SATURDAY OCTOBER 22ND

EXCURSION FUN AT CERES - FRIDAY 29TH APPRIL
Did you know there was once over 260 Indigenous nations in Australia? On Friday we went to
CERES in Brunswick for an aboriginal perspectives excursion. Wominjeka the aboriginal word
for “welcome” of the Wurundjeri people has a literal translation of “to come with purpose” and
the STAPS students did exactly that, they were engaged, patient and represented the school
brilliantly. We learned all about how Tiddlik the frog was an important dreamtime story that
taught the indigenous people about the nature of greed, importance of water and the value of
humor. Subik then taught us how to use ochre to paint ourselves and learn about how to use
aboriginal art After lunch we learned about some indigenous plants. Lemon myrtle – good for
coughs and colds, Lomandra – soak for three days and use the leaves to weave baskets,
Karkalla or Pigface – you can eat the base of the flower and squeeze the leaves for an
emergency water source. Make sure you buy these plants from a registered nursery and grow
them yourself and not pick from the wild because that can be dangerous!

An interview
with Jonathan
Hames, the
world's most
innovative
person.

STEM
Our first week back and we are settling back in with some exploration into
emergency careers. Younger students were asked to think about various
emergency careers and how they might be involved in a crises situation.
They then acted out their responses to a random emergency. The older
students were shown the steps to creating a good crises plan and had to
follow along to that after being presented a scenario card challenge. Some
of these responses were much better than what we've seen from our own
politicians 🌴

An interview
with Jonathan
Hames, the
world's most
innovative
person.

SPORT
This week in sport was all about T Ball – well the thinking you need in T Ball. The
older students had a crack at lowering themselves to the ball and using their
foot as a backstop in case they fail the pick up, then had a game of “Hunters and
Gatherers” where they picked up, turned and threw at a target while their
partner had to predict and run in the location of the ball. The younger students
concentrated on how to bounce balls at particular heights and particular lengths
to make it easy for their partners to catch or hit, as well as some hand eye
coordination using the wall and a ball. We had a bunch of fun and found out that
you can flick your hair at just the right angle so it looks like an incredible
octopus.

An interview
with Jonathan
Hames, the
world's most
innovative
person.

St Andrews Primary School

Term 2 Working Bee

Come and join us Sunday the 15th of May
@ 8:30am
*Please bring any gardening equipment
you may have including leaf blowers,
rakes etc

School Tours

This term our Principal
Brad is offering personal
tours of our school.

To make a booking please
call 9710 1255

or email

bradley.ryan@education.vic.gov.au

Some of our key characteristics:
A community driven and
inclusive school with
welcoming and friendly
atmosphere
Child-centred learning - focus
on the whole student as an
individual
Supportive and aspirational
Real learning as the basis of
teaching

ENROLMENT 2023 AT STAPS
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St Andrews Community Centre Biggest Morning Tea
It's that time of year again! After a two year break we are pleased to be hosting
another Biggest Morning Tea, to help raise funds for the Cancer Council. This is
a cause that is close to my heart as I am sure it is to many others in our
community. Please if you have the time, come and join us this Saturday
between 11am and 1pm. Join us for a cuppa and delicious morning tea, a great
opportunity to catch up with others, at the same time as helping us reach our
fundraising goal.
All are welcome!
RSVP to Julie on 9710 1223 or emailstandrewscommunitycentre@gmail.com.
Thank you lovely community!

SMILE SQUAD
All children deserve a healthy smile and the Smile Squad are coming to St Andrews
Primary to help make sure this happens.
Smile Squad is a $321.9 million Victorian Government program that provides free dental
care to all Victorian public primary and secondary school students.
The friendly Smile Squad dental team will visit St Andrews Primary soon to conduct a
free annual dental health examination for every student and provide free follow up
treatment as needed.
What do parents need to do?
We just need you to provide consent. Please read and sign the consent forms that
came home with your child and return them to the classroom teacher.
The Smile Squad team will then check your child’s teeth and mouth and show them
how to keep their teeth healthy and strong. They will also provide any preventive
services you have consented for. If your child needs more treatment, the Smile Squad
will contact you.
Who is Smile Squad?
The bright orange Smile Squad vans are staffed by experienced oral health therapists,
dental therapists, dental assistants and dentists. They all have lots of experience
treating children and a passion for improving their oral health – for life.
Learn more about the Smile Squad by visiting www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au or contact
the team at smilesquad@dhsv.org.au.
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TERM TWO @ STAPS
Come along, celebrate our student's learning and join in the fun!

ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL - Tuesday 26th April
Cultural Incursion- Tuesday 26th April 12:00-1:00
CERES excursion- Friday 29th April 9:00-3:25
Resilience Project Staff PD (all teaching staff offsite: Brad and CRT's

- Tuesday 10th May

onsite)

Mother's Day Men Shed Project- Monday 2nd May-Friday 6th May
Naplan:

all years 3 and 4 this will take place from Tuesday 10th May-13th

of May

School review validation day- Wednesday 25th May
Bunnings pot plant excursion- Wednesday 2nd June
Final Review Day Thursday 9th June
Queens Birthday Public Holiday- Monday 13th June
Pupil Free Day (Staff Professional Practice Day) - Wednesday 15th
June

Last Day term 2- Friday 24th June 2:25 finish

Assemblies - Friday 6th and 20th May, Friday 3rd and 17th June
School Council- Tuesday 17th May and Tuesday 14th June

